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SEE "WHAT5THAT ABOUT 
ON PACE 6. 





PRIDE TO HOST 
DANCE IN 
CELEBRATION OF 
FREEDOM TO 
MARRY DAY 

FRIDAY, FEB 9 

Pride will host a dance at 
UUCLV, 424 Center St. Bethlehem at 
on Friday, February 9. The dance is in celebration 
of National Freedom To Marry Day. Twenty percent of 
the proceeds from the dance will be donated to Lambda Legal 
Defense, the organization that is working on the National 
Freedom to Marry project, the remaining proceeds will go to Lehigh 
Valley Pride to produce the June Pride Festival. 

D J Kerry Paul of A-1 Entertainment will provide music from 8pm til 
midnight ranging from lively to more soft and subtle. Admission, 
$12.50 a person, includes complimentary wine, non-alcoholic 
beverages, hors d’oeuveres, and door prizes. For information 
contactPrid^a^61^7^200oncgndejv^hotmaiU2rr^^^^^ 



ALLENTOWN CITYV 
DEMOCRATIC V 
COMMITTEE 

VOTES 

STATEMENT 01 
ANTI-DISCRIMINATIO 
INTO BYLAWS 

The Allentown City Democratic 
Committee confirmed its bylaws by 
unanimous vote on January 10, 

2001. Within the bylaws is the, 

Statement of Anti-Discrimination (see 
which affirms a commitment to employment, housing and 
public accommodation rights for all people, including those in 
danger of discrimination based on sexual orientation. 
Committee members Liz Bradbury and Trish Sullivan helped 
draft the bylaws. Those voting to confirm the bylaws included 
well known local activists Steve Libby, Ann Daves, Allyson 
Hamm and Gail Hoover as well as many other important 
Democratic activists, candidates,and representatives. 


READ ABOUT A NEW 
LEHICH VALLEY CLUB 
FOR’BEARS’AND 
THEIR ADMIRERS 

ON PACE). 


MORNING CALL 
LISTS CIVIL 
UNION IN 
IWEDDINCSSE 




On January 28, 2001, 
for the first time ever, 
the Morning Call listed 
a Civil Union 
.au announcement in the 
I vN Marriage-Anniversaries 
Section of the Sunday 
edition. See the text of 
the announcement on 
page 5. VFP 
encourages everyone 
who gets a Civil Union to 
list it in the Morning Call 
and this paper. 



ECUMENICAL BLESSIN 
OF RELATIONSHIPS 
SET FOR FRIDAY, FEB. 9 

The Metropolitan Community Church presents 
special blessing of same-sex relationships in conjunction 
with National Freedom to Marry Day, Friday, Feb. 9,7pm at 
424 Center St. Bethlehem. 

Since opponents of the legal recognition of same-sex 
relationships usually cite religious reasons, the focus of this 
inter-faith service is to acknowledge that God pours out 
blessings on loving couples, no matter what their gender. 
There will be sacred readings and special music 
performances by the Gay Men’s Chorus, ACCO, and a 
combined choir of MCCLV and UUCLV. Soloists scheduled 
to perform include Steve Olofson, Steve Ziminsky, and Bill 
Thatcher. There will be a special planting ritual for 
participants. All are welcome to this service regardless of 
relationship status. Clergy from a variety of faiths will be 
participating. Couples are asked to register with MCCLV to 
participate, (61 0)954- 7775. 



Valley Free Press does not (fiscriminate on the basises listed in the anti¬ 
discrimination statement on page 8 . and asks that organizations requesting 
VFPto publish information maintain a simitar policy 


































edited by, Emily 2>uyan 

JU5T PARENTING 

I thought while on vacation, I’d have a little free time to write an 
I article about gay parenting. You’d think this would be an easy topic for 
I the lesbian mother of a 3 year old. Truth is though, most days I don’t 
I spend much time thinking about the “gay” part of “gay parenting.” Not 
I that it doesn’t affect me. There is a section of my consciousness that is 
I painfully aware of the lack of legal recognition of my family and the 
[rights we are denied, and I'm also very concerned that a recent 
I Pennsylvania Supreme Court decision has currently made second- 
I parent adoption in this state impossible for same gender parents. But 
| most of the time, I just think about getting through the day. 

It’s not that I’ve lost my lesbian identity, it’s just that it’s taken a back 
I seat. I was thinking about this, literally sitting in the back seat, driving 
I to Florida for our family vacation. Our vacations used to include Olivia 
I cruises or resorts like Key West and Provincetown. In those days my 
I partner and I would sit in the front seat together discussing life, love 
I and politics. Now she is the chauffeur and I am in the back seat trying 
I to entertain a three year old for 18 hours. This does not allow for deep 
I conversation with my spouse. 

I Actually all aspects of my identity other than “mom” have become 
I less of a focus. Nowhere is this more apparent to me than at the 
I playground. There, adults who once would have avoided striking up a 
I conversation with a complete stranger like the flu, talk spontaneously 
I about kids, parenting and other topics, only ever exchanging the 
I kids’ names. My identity is “that little girl’s mom” and nothing else is 
| relevant. I blend in, become mainstream; I ‘m just another mother. 

Maybe that’s the real reason the religious right doesn’t want us to 
I have families. Maybe it’s not that they are so incredibly worried about 
lour children. As parents we become unremarkable, average, just 
I plain normal. Now that must be what is so very threatening. 


PFLAG NEWS 


The February Bethlehem PFLAG meeting will include information 
land a discussion on transgender issues. The meeting will be held in 
I College Center room 134, at Northampton Community College on 
I Sunday February 11, at 3 pm. 

Agere Systems (formally Lucent’s Microelectronics Division) sent 
1300 safe space magnets to diversityinc.com. They are placing the 
■information about the magnet on their website 
■ <www.diversityinc.com>. Use Stoll, past LV PFLAG president and 
I current president of Agere’s EQUAL!, asked them, in lieu of paying for 
I the magnets, to make a donation to LV-PFLAG at $0.50 a piece. It’s a 
| win-win arrangement. 

In January, National PFLAG chartered their 450th chapter. This is 
[truly a momentous occasion. There are currently chapters in all 50 
| states, Puerto Rico and around the world! Congratulations! 

APA VOTES TO SUPPORT 
SAME-SEX UNIONS 

The American Psychiatric Association has voted to endorse the 
[following policy statement: “The American Psychiatric Association 
[supports the legal recognition of same-sex unions and their 
[associated legal rights, benefits, and responsibility.” 

CAMBIATA CONCERT 

Cambiata, the early rennasaiance music ensemble, will perform 
I at Borders Books & Music on Sunday February 11,2pm - 4 pm. The 
I concert is free. 


RAGS TO RICHES 
JAKE THE FIRST STEP 

by ^benlie McKeluey 

Dear Denise: I have made a few resolutions for the New Year. 
One is to take control of my finances. How can you help? 
Signed, Feeling Overwhelmed. 

Dear Overwhelmed, 

In the early moments of 2001, congratulations on taking a few 
meaningful steps to help ensure order in your financial house. 

First, check your credit report. It is important to keep your 
information accurate. State law requires the three major 
companies that keep credit histories to provide you with a copy 
once a year at no charge. Order a report by writing or calling: 
Experian, PO Box 2104, Allen,Tx 75013-2104, ph: 
888.397.3742 Trans Union, PO Box 1000, Chester,PA 19022, 
ph: 800.888.4213 Equifax Information Service Center, PO Box 
105873, Atlanta, GA, ph: 800.685.1111. 

After you receive the report, look over it carefully. If someone’s 
reporting that you missed a payment that you actually made, you 
will want to correct it. Most negative information that is more than 
seven years old is not supposed to appear on your report. 
Bankruptcy is an exception and can be included for ten years. 

Second, start a daily budget watch. Get a small pocket 
notebook and write down every purchase you make. You may be 
surprised to find that your fat-free latte that you buy on your way 
to work is costing you $2.75 a day or $13.76 a week, or $715 a 
year. Once you realize what you are spending, the more difficult 
step will be to adjust your habits. Create a budget you can stick to 
and invest the money you save. Many mutual funds will allow 
you to invest a small amount each month taken automatically out 
of your checking account. 

Third, review your investment portfolio. If you have a financial 
advisor, set up an appointment. Talk about your goals for the 
next year and whether your risk tolerance has changed. If you 
manage all or some of your own money, be sure that your 
investment is in line with the specific goal. With this past market, 
you need to decide what investments to keep and what you want 
to sell. 

Fourth, reallocate for diversification. Few sectors did well 
last year. If by chance, your portfolio consists highly of 
technology stocks, you have taken a large decrease in the worth 
of your portfolio. It’s a reminder to own a variety of sectors- 
financial services, heath care, energy, durable goods and so on. 
There are also many professionally managed portfolios or “wrap 
accounts" available today. Be aware of the timeframe for your 
specific goal. Diversification includes bonds and other 
investment vehicles. You need to be able to sleep at night. 

Good luck in your endeavor. 

Denise McKelvey is a local financial advisor. Readers should recognize that this 
column is one opinion and may not apply to their financial situation. 

6L0RA EVENTS 

The Gay and Lesbian Organization of Reading and Allentown 
presents- Sunday February 11: Bowling at the Bowlorama in 
Reading, at 2:30 pm. $3 a game for adults, $2.40 a game for 
children, and $1.75 adult shoe rental, $.75 for kids. 

Saturday February 24, tubing and skiing with several other 
gay organizations from 5pm to 10pm at Bear Creek Ski and 
Recreation Area in Macungie). Meet at the ticket booth no later 
than 5:00 pm. Evening lift tickets are $21, ski rental $17, tubing 
is $13. Check <www.skibearcreek.com> or call 610-682-7107 
for ski conditions. 

For more information about GLORA or to subscribe to their 
Newsletter The Tassle, write GLORA at PO Box 1952, 
Allentown,PA 18105-1952 or email <GLORAinPA@aol.com> 

















DIAMONZ 
FOR FACT. 


Don’t forget, 
Sunday Bingo at Diamonz, at 1913 
Broad Street, Bethlehem, 5pm every 
Sunday. Cash prizes, giveaways, all 
benefiting FACT (Fighting AIDS 
Continuously Together). 

UUCLV 

FEBRUARY SERVICES 

The Unitarian Universalist Church (424 
Center St. in Bethlehem) Services: 

February 4: Rev. Sue Turner, “Through the 
Glass Lightly,” Music: Hope Wesley Harrison, 

[ Worship Coordinator Chris Ebel. 

'February 11: Dr. Barry Palmer, “Trusting, 
Giving, and Our American Culture,” Music: 
Jack Goodman, Theatre Organ, Worship 
Coordinator Tom Cormier. 

February 18: Rev. Sue Turner, “Tales of the 
Journey,” Music: ACCO, Worship Coordinator 
John Schantz. 

February 25: Rev. Sue Turner, “Dancing in the 
Light of Day," Worship Coordinator Fred 
Bomberger. 

LV CAY MEN'S CHORUS 

The Lehigh Valley Gay Men’s Chorus has a 
new email address: <lvgmc@hotmail.com> 
and a new rehearsal site: Wesley United 
Methodist Church, 2540 Center St. in 
[ Bethlehem. 

The Chorus will be presenting, “Alec 
I Baldwin Doesn’t Love Me” at Odette’s 
1 Cabaret in New Hope on March 9, 10 and 
111. Check the March Valley Free Press for 
| further details. 

THEATRE OUTLET 

Theatre Outlet, at 29 N 9th Street, 
Allentown, presents "Dimly Perceived 
Threats To The System" by Jon Klein, from 
Weick 5 Productions, Directed by Bill 
Mutimer, Feb 2-11 Tickets $12/10 $25 
Opening night Gala, Play and Reception 
Don't miss this end-of-the-millennium 
comedy about an American family on the 
verge of a nervous breakdown. Ally McBeal 
meets American Beauty! Featuring Bob 
Weick, Dorothy Dalba, Heather Schreiver, 
Mary Lyons, John Armstrong and Lynn 
Davis. For information contact Theatre 
Outlet at <www.theatreoutlet.org>, call 610- 
820-9272, or<theatreo@aol.com>. 

GLOSS EVENTS 

GLOSS, the Lehigh Valley Gay and Lesbian 
I Organized Sports Society, will have a Game 
Night on Saturday Feburary 17 and Saturday 
March 24. For details call GLOSS: 610-434- 
2966. 


RAINBOW BOWLING 

VFP has been a little vague about the exact 
schedule of Rainbow Bowling. Sorry, here’s 
the correct information: 8pm, Thursday 
nights at the Parkway Lanes, Allentown. 
Contact Scott for information 610-691- 
8303 

ATTENTION ALL BEARS 
IN THE LEHICH VALLEY 

The Lehigh Valley Bear Club has now 
formed. What is a Bear Club? It is a social 
group for hairy men and their admirers. The 
next meeting will be on Saturday February 
10, at 8 pm in the Moose Lounge (upstairs) 
at the Stonewall in Allentown. Starting in 
March the group will meet the first Saturday 
of the month at 8 pm at the Stonewall. For 
more information contact Mike at 
<lvbearclub@hotmail.com> or Tom H. at 
P.O. Box 1396 Allentown, PA, 18105-1396. 

A(Cj>$IN4INC A DIFFERENT 
S0N6 THIS SPRINC 

Volunteering In The Community: for the 
YWCA Women and Teens of the Year 
Awards, Thursday March, 29. Place and 
timeTBA. 

Light Hearted and Laughable Songs: at 
Godfrey Daniels, Thursday April 19, at 8pm 
Reserve early! 

Celebrating the Community: at Spring 

on 4th event in South Bethlehem, Saturday, 
April 28, outside New & 3rd Sts. 

Surprises in Store: at Divas and 
Desserts Saturday May 5, at 7:30 pm. Light 
music by ACCO and guest divas and heavy 
desserts by their friends. Place TBA. 

Singing With Our Sisters in Grand 
Rapids Michigan at Sister Singers 
Festival: with 20 plus women’s choruses 
from across the US and Canada, May 24 
28.AII contributions to offset cost of this trip 
are graciously accepted. 

Children’s Festival in the Rose Garden: 
June 2 or 3rd. 

Look for special events this spring as we 
continue our signature program for middle 
school kids: Musical Designs for Racial 
Justice. 

M«LV SERVICES 

Sunday February 11 at 5:50pm, MCC will 
celebrate National Freedom to Marry Day at 
the regularly scheduled Sunday service. 
The service includes a special procession, 
readings and a special ritual to celebrate this 
important holiday. 

Wednesday February 28 at 7:30 pm - Ash 
Wednesday services in the Sanctuary. 
MCCLV is located at 424 Center Street in 
Bethlehem. 


SCHOOL BOARD 
CANDIDATE WORKSHOP' 

The Freedom To Learn Network will 
sponsor a School Board Election Campaign 
Workshop on Saturday, March 10, 2001 at 
the UUC Church in Harrisburg from 11 am to 
3 pm. The workshop is free and is open to 
persons interested in running for any 
Pennsylvania School Board District. 

B&N BOOKCLUB 

The Barnes and Noble Gay and Lesbian 
Bookclub will meet on February 15 at 7 pm. 
The discussion will be about the book, 
“Tipping the Velvet” by Sarah Waters. 

UUCLV EVENTS 

Monday, February 5 at 7:30 pm and 
continuing for four Mondays: Orientation 
program designed to assist people to learn 
more about Unitarian Universalism. All are 
welcome. Contact Ginny Blocker at 610- 
866-3714 or <blocker @ enter. net>. 

Saturday, February 17 at 6 pm: 
Spaghetti dinner featuring gourmet sauces 
prepared by men. $6 in advance, $8 at 
door. $3.50 donation for wine or beer. $3 
for kids up to 8 years old. Contact Richard 
Redd at 610-866-2965. 

Saturday, March 17 at 5:30pm: Service 
Auction: Chili dinner $2 person, $5 family, 
starts at 5:30. Auction admission free. 
Silent and sign-up auction begins at 5pm 
and live auction at 7pm. VISA/MC 
accepted. Contact <llsestoll@agere. 
com>. 

PRIDE MEETINGS 

Pride of the Lehigh Valley Board Meetings 
are held on the first Wednesday of every 
month at 7pm at UUCLV, 424 Center St. 
Bethlehem. For information or to volunteer, 
contact <pridelv @ hotmail.com>,or 
voicemail 610-770-6200. 

MEMORIAL 

Florence Schlegel passed away just 
before New Year’s to the sadness of all who 
knew her. PA-GALA political director Steve 
Black became involved in politics in the 
1980’s due to her influence. Florence, who 
was Pen Argyl Area Democratic Party Chair, 
helped Steve get many of the signatures he 
needed to get on the ballot and supported 
his successful bid to become a Lehigh Valley 
representative to the Democratic 
Convention. 

Just before the election, Steve was able 
to present Florence with a VIP ticket to the Al 
Gore rally. At the event, PA-GALA volunteers 
asked Steve if Florence was his 
grandmother. Steve proudly told them, “Well 
she’s just like my grandmother.” He is glad to 
have shared that moment with her, and the 
GLBT community is lucky that Florence 
influenced Steve Black to become one of 
Uie most important political 
activists in the 























CALENDAR 4 

ACCO-A Chorus Celebrating Women, 

Rehearsals, Thursdays 7-10pm at 

UUCLV Bethlehem,610.760.1759 

AIDS Outreach-112 N. 5th St. Allentown, PA 

610.435.8424 

AIDSWALK- AIDSWALK Lehigh Valley - 
610.974.8701 www.regiononline.com/lvaids 
ASC-AIDSServiceCenter610.974.8701 
As If Productions- Documentary Film Makers 
BEARS- Lehigh Valley Bears Club, meets at 
Stonewall, 1st Sat.-monthly, 8pm. 
<lvbearclub©hotmail.com>, PO Box 1396, 
Allentown PA 18105-1396 
BMA- Bucks/Montgomery Alliance for Gay and 
Lesbian Concerns 215-529-0360 
BAN- Barnes and Noble Gay &Lesbian Book 
Club, White Hall store, Monthly, 7:00pm. 
Bowling- Thursday Nights, Parkway Lanes, 
610-691-8303 

CIVIC and 19th St Theater, 527 N 19th St, 
610-432-8943, <.civictheater,com> 

Enigma Players- 610-432-0706 
EQUAL! at Agere 610.712.5532 
FACT- Fighting AIDS Continuously Together 
610.820.5519 

GLEE-gay and lesbian empowered employees 
at Air Products 

GLASS- at Lehigh Univ. 610.758.3469 
GLISN- at Dun & Bradstreet, 
<vagranthollowcom/GLISN/> 

GLORA- Gay and Lesbian Organization 
of Reading and Allentown (Social gatherings, 
various dates) Newsletter- The Tassle. Write to: 
P.O. Box 1952. Allentown PA18105-1952, 
email-GLORAinPA0AOL.COM 
GLOSS - Gay and Lesbian Organized Sports 
Society, P.O. Box 21862 Lehigh Valley, PA 
18002 Volleyball.Tennis, Racquet Ball 
610.434.2966. 

GMLV- Gay Men of the Lehigh Valley, 2nd and 
4th Saturday Monthly 7pm UUCLV, Bethlehem, 
610.954.7775 

Integrity- Lesbian & Gay Episcopalians 1st 
Monday monthly 7pm Trinity Episcopal Church 
2nd Floor Chapel, 44 E. Market Street 
Bethlehem. 610-758-8642 
KS- Kindred Spirits- Support, discussion, and 
social group for lesbians and bisexual women 
Fridays at UUCLV, 6:30pm,Contact:Chris at 
610-868-0248 

Liberty High School- Mission Equality :Gay 
/StraightAlliance 

LVGMC -Lehigh Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, 
Rehearsals Tuesdays,Wesley Un. Meth 
Church, Beth. 61 0.366.3320, 
Ivgmc © hotmail.com 

MCC - Metropolitan Community Church 
LV.424 Center St. (UUCLV), Bethlehem,6 pm 
Sundays, 610.954.7775 
NCC- Northampton Community College Gay 
Lesbian and Bisexual Student Union, Meetings 
every Monday fron 4pm to 6pm at CC114 
(Cohen Lounge),, College Center call 
610.861.5541 (#1386)or 882-2531 
19 th St/Civic Theatre - 610-432-8943 
NCFM- New Covenant Family Ministries, 
Sundays, 11 am, Open Space Gallery, 610-791 - 
0716/ 740-3097, email NCFM98 © aol.com 
Out There- Students at Cedar Crest College 
PA-GALA - PA Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
for Political Action, (Voter's Information Booklet, 
and Political Lobbying)to become a member 
send $20to: PA-GALA, P.O.Box 20825 Lehigh 
Valley 18002 ( 610.432.5449) 

PFLAG - LV Parents Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays, 2nd Sundays 3pm 
610.967.5219 

Pride - LV Pride , (Pride Festival) 
610.770.6200, email: <lvpride©hotmail.com>, 
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RAA- Hainbow AA meetings, Mon. & l hurs. 

EpiscopalChurch 16th and Turner, Atown 
Ren- Renaissance Transgendered Assoc., 
PO Box 3624 Atown, PA 18016 
610- 821- 2955 renlv@ ren.org 
Rainbow Space - Muhlenberg College 
Organization 610.821.3244 
Reading P-FLAG- 610.488.7533or 670.8029 
Safe Space- At Lehigh U. 610.758.3469 
Saint John's Lutheran Church- A welcoming, 
gay affirming church, 32 S. 5th st. Allentown 
610.435.1587 

.Softball-(Women's) call Diamonz, 
B 10.865.1028 

fr.O. - Theatre Outlet-29 Nth 9th St, Allentown, 
610-820-9270. 

TST- Touchstone Theatre, 321 E. 4th St. Beth. 
610-867-1689, touchstone@nni.com 
Unity- 26 N. 3rd St. Emmaus, 767-4417 
UUCLV - Unitarian UniversalistChurchof the 
Lehigh Valley, 424 Center Street, Bethlehem, 
18018 610.866.7652. 

VFP- Valley Free Press 610.432.5449 
VYH- Valley Youth House weekly Group 
counseling for troubled GLBT youth. 610-432- 
6481 

WDIY - 88.1 fm 93.9 fm Saturday 7:30-pm 
Assorted Women,Sunday 6:30pm- This Way 
Out-610.694.8100 

SPECI AL UMOMim' EVENTS: 

RAINBO W B0WLIN6- EVtRY THURSDAY 
CLOSS RACQUETBAIL TUESDAYS A SATURDAYS 
BIN60 FOR F ACT-AT DIAMON Z- SUNDAYS 
LIBERTY HICH StHOOl CAY/ STRAICHT 
ALLIANCE Z ND AND 4TH THURSDAYS 
KIND RED SPIRITS- FRI DAYS 
T.O.- ’DIMLY PERCEIVED THRE ATS’ - FEB Ml 
19TH ST MOVIE 
STATE AND MAIN-F EB Ml 




UUCLV ORIENTATION PROCRAM 
FEB RUARY 5,11.19,1 6, 

ECUMENICAL BLESSINC OF RELATIONSHIPS 
PRIDE NFTMD DANCE 
FEBRUARY? 

19TH ST MOVIE 

CROUC HINCTICER - FE B 10 -15 
CAMBIATA 

PFLACLV 
CLORA BOWLINC 
MCCLV NFTMD SERVICE 
FEBRUARY 11 

NATIONAL FREEDOM TO MARRY DAY 
FEBRUARY 11 

B6N Ot BOOK CLUB - FEB15 
CLOSS CAME NICHT-FEB 17 
UUCL V SPACETII DINNER -FEB 17 
CLORA TUBINC 6 SKIINC- FEB 14 

imiffMWi r 

SHADOW OF A VAMPIRE-FEB 14 • MARCH ) 
MCCLV ASH WEDNESDAY SER VICE - FEB 18 

LVCMC 'ALEC BALDWIN DOESN'T LOVE ME' 
^ODETT ES.NEWHOPE- F EB9.,!., 11 
ole!lrn SCH BD.wJrk 


FREEDOM TO IE A 


RKSH0P-MAR10 


BEAR CLUB-MAR 5 

UUCLV CHILI DINNER AND AUC TION • MAR 17 
CLO SS CAME NICHT-M AR 14 
ACCO YWCA CONCERT-MAR 19 

THE INFORMATION IN THIS 
CALENDAR IS SUBJECT TO CHANCE. 
CALL TO CONFIRM. TO POST INKS 
CONTACT VFP - 610-4J2-S449 
EMAIL: LIZTRISH@AOL.COM 


PA-GALA REPORTS 
ON HATE CRIMES 
LEGISLATION POST 
CARD CAMPAIGN 

In 1999-2000 the Pennsylvania Gay and 
Lesbian Alliance in conjunction with the 
Center for Gay and Lesbian Civil Rights, 
coordinated a Post Card campaign to State 
Senators and Representatives 
encouraging support for the passage of 
Hate Crimes Legislation. 

A total of 4,611 signed post cards were 
collected. A total of 2294 cards were mailed 
to State Senators and a total of 2,317 post 
cards were mailed to State 
Representatives. 

The Hate Crimes Post Card Campaign 
cost approximately $1500 for postage, 
paper and printing expenses and hundreds 
of volunteer hours for staffing tables and 
districting cards. Many PA-GALA 
volunteers worked at many GLBT events to 
gather signed cards. The result has been 
an increase in co-sponsorship of the bills, 
as well as significant positive feedback from 
legislators who tell us that they have 
received more positive lobbying on this 
issue than any other they are considering. 

PA-GALA has gotten a clear message 
from PA lawmakers that the passage of 
the Hate Crimes Bills are the first step to 
passage of further civil rights 
legislation. In other words, we must get 
these bills passed, before we can ever 
consider employment protection or 
family rights legislation. So PA-GALA will 
continue the fight for the passage of these 
bills until it is won. 

Please help PA-GALA continue this 
effort for the 2001-2002 session assembly, 
by volunteering or making a much needed 
contribution. 

19TH 5TREETM0VIES 

The 19th street Theatre movie schedule 
for the rest of this month includes: 

State and Main: February 3-11. Stars Alec 
Baldwin and Sarah Jessica Parker. A big 
budget movie crew descends on a small 
New England town. 

Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon: 
February 10-25. Director Ang Lee (Sense 
and Sensibility) presents this fascinating 
period martial arts romance, with amazing 
special effects. 

Shadow of the Vampire: February 24- 
March 3 . Stars John Malkovich and Willem 
Dafoe who play the Director of and Vampire 
in the silent movie classic “Nosferatu." The 
movie speculates that the director, who 
shot “Nosferatu" on location in 
Transylvania, used a real vampire to play 
the lead. 

Call the theatre for times and ticket prices, 
610-432-0888. The theatre is located in 
Allentown at 527 N 19th Street , between 


CIVIL UNION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

FREER -O'CONNELL 
UNION 

Donna Freer and Debra O’Connell 
announce their civil union. The ceremony 
took place in Brattleboro, Vermont on 
December 29, 2000. The union was 
officiated by Justice of the Peace Carolee 
G. Blouvin._ 

BALL-HARE UNION 

The Reverend Earle David Ball, M.Div., 
and Timothy George Hare, R. A.,M. A., were 
joined in Civil Union on October 18,2000 in 
a ceremony at the Greater Hartford Church 
of Christ in Hartford, Vermont. Rev. James 
J. Olson officiated. Ball graduated from the 
University of Buffalo, Lancaster 
Theological Seminary and the New York 
Theological Seminary. He has been an 
ordained minister in the United Church of 
Christ for 27 years. Hare, an architect, has 
degrees from Pennsylvania State 
University and East Stroudsburg 
University. He is employed by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Education. Ball and Hare 
are members of the Metropolitan 
Community Church in New York, New York 
and are residents of Easton. 


GRAMMY 
NOMINATIONS 

CO TO MANY CAY 
AND LESBIAN ARTISTS 

Melissa Etheridge is a finalist for Best 
Female Rock Vocal Performance for 
Enough of Me” on her Breakdown album. 
George Michael is up for Best Traditional Pop 
Vocal Album for his “Songs from the Last 
Century." Ned Rorem is shortlisted for Best 
Classical Contemporary Composition for 
Rorem: Evidence of Things Not Seen." 

The Best Musical Show Album category 
includes three gay composers: Sir Elton 
John for his work with lyricist Tim Rice on 
“AIDA”; Michael John LaChiusafor his music 
and lyrics for the gay-inclusive, “The Wild 
Party;" and the late Cole Porter’s “Kiss Me, 
Kate." 

Michael Stipe and his fellow members of 
R.E.M. are in the running for Best Song 
Written for a Motion Picture, TV or Other 
Visual Media for “The Great Beyond" from 
Man on the Moon. 


Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s compositions won a 
Best Orchestral Performance nod for Balery 
Gergiev and the Kirov Orchestra for 
“Tchaikovsky: Symphony Number Six 
(Pathetique), Romeo and Juliet, Etc." And 
the late Benjamin Britten’s gay-themed Billy 
Budd was Best Opera Recording material. 

















































ANOTHER VIEW 

BY WILL FETTEBMAN 

| EMPTINESS AND INTIMACY 

The gay spirituality movement of the past few years has been an 
[entirely new direction away from the adolescent hedonism and 
lobsesive-compulsive behaviors that often (rightly or wrongly) 
I characterized the gay community 20+ years ago. Today, more and more 
I gay men (myself among them) regularly attend workshops around the 
|U.S. and Canada, exploring the topic of intimacy. Yes!, intimacy-a 
I complete integration of selves within a healthy relationship that is 
I mutually fulfilling on the emotional, mental, spiritual, and sexual levels. 

So many of us have extreme problems relating honestly with other 
I gay men. We have been wounded by a homophobic society that told us 
■from childhood that our very existence was wrong. We grew up watching 
I movies, TV shows, and listening to songs that only showed a 
I heterosexual romantic model as being valid. And we shamefully tried to 
I emulate this model, or rebelled against it in anger. We hid behind masks 
land played roles--”top and bottom,” S & M, john and hustler-instead of 
I being one’s own authentic, honest self. Sometimes we tried to emulate 
Ithe monogamous “marriage” model we were brought up with, and failed; 
lor we could only have paid sex, or anonymous sex. And by being 
I dishonest, we either end up alone, or miserable and in the company of 
[other miserable gays. 

| I though I knew my Type," but as I continue to grow, I give up these 
I illusions. Lust no longer has much attraction. Physical beauty in itself is 
I no longer the primary attraction in another man. I'm looking for my 
[spiritual equal, one with whom I can share, and where we can be 
| ourselves and keep our integrity as individuals and as a couple. I’m 
| awakening to the need to be united with my soulmate, my Beloved. 

The way I’m being taught to find him, is to stop looking, and instead 
| work on myself. I now only rarely go out to gay bars or clubs. Instead, I 
| attend workshops and seminars, and in the company of other like- 
| minded and like-hearted gay men, we discuss the lack of healthy gay 
| role models, the emergent common need to begin to leam healthy gay 
| dating patterns, and the variety of kinds of gay relationships which are 
I honest and sustainable. What is best for me, I have yet to discover. 

Often, gay men meet and immediately have sex, and then try to build a 
I relationship. We are finding through our collective experience that the 
[sex is hotter, and the relationship is much more viable, when the two 
[prospective partners take their time to get to know each other, and 
| simply let sex happen later on. Jumping right into bed (or behind a bush 
| or in a stall) usually only leads to one-night stands, or at best the 2 to 3 
| month boyfriend syndrome. We typically meet in bars, baths/saunas, or 
I sex clubs, and such are not the most emotionally healthy and stable 
[environments (a true understatement). Yes, sometimes true and 
| devoted lovers do meet in these dysfunctional environments, but such is 
[often a rare exception. And if they do meet, they typically leave that 
| atmosphere and sector of gay life well behind. It served its purpose, and 
| becomes obsolete. 

There are many branches to the current gay spirituality movement 
[Some come from therapy, some are involved in 12-Step Recovery, 
| some come from religious backgrounds or the arts. From these basic 
[beginnings, we are finding more and more the need for God in a 
[personal, loving, and affirmative context rather than the hateful, shame 
[based dogmas so many of us grew up with. And we are finding a 
[personal relationship with God within our hearts-which is where God is- 
|-rather than following the dictates of societal control (i.e. organized 
| religion, politics, the media). This is a major part of my inner-healing at 
| the present moment. I’m trying to Take what I need, and leave the rest." 

I know obsession, codependency, addiction, unfulfilling empty sex, 
|being used, abused, and hustled. No more!!! What I mistook to be love 
| was only a perpetuation of pain. I don’t know what love really is. I don’t 
| know how to love. I don’t know how to receive love in return. And I’m 
|scared. And I’m getting ready to take forgiveness, humility, and trust. 
| And the results, I’m learning to leave up to God’s will, not mine. And life 
Ijust gets better and better, because I’m becoming more honest and 
| reconnected to my authentic feeling, needs, and limits. 
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Dear WTA, So, what is Freedom to Marry Day anyway? 
Signed an Unmarried Partne 

Dear Partner, February 12 marks National Freedom to 
Marry Day. Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund 
began this annual event three years ago in an effort to affirm 
support for gay and lesbian couples’ freedom to legally 
marry. Now groups and organizations all over the country 
are having events to underscore the necessity for this legal 
recognition. Locally, both MCC and Pride are hosting 
NFTMD events (see page 1). 

NFTMD creates a forum to remind all people that only with 
civil marriage does a person have the right to medical 
decision making for a loved-one, parenting rights, access to 
insurance, inheritance protection, and immigration rights. 
Without the freedom to legally marry, lesbian and gay people 
will never achieve equality. 

At this time there is no pending legislation in PA or at the 
federal level which would grant these rights, but five other 
states are currently considering some form of legal 
recognition of same-sex relationships. And Vermont already 
grants legal civil unions. 

Meanwhile, there are some other ways to legally protect 
your partner. 

If you are in a longterm relationship take this quiz: 

1. Do you and your partner have legal wills that clearly 
name each other as beneficiary? 

2. Do you both have legal powers of attorney that would 
allow you to make medical and financial decisions if the 
other was incapacitated? 

3. When you travel do you take these powers of attorney 
along with you in case your destination might be hostile 
to your relationship and refuse to recognize it? 

4. Have you told your lawyer, doctor(s) and accountant 
(etc) that you consider your partner your closest family 
member and do they fully understand your 
relationship? 

Take off 5 points if you don’t have a lawyer. 

5. Have you made it clear to your doctor that you refuse 
to be admitted to a hospital that would not honor the 
directions of your partner should you become 
incapacitated? 

6. If you own your house together, does the deed 
indicate that? 

7. If you have kids do you have a legal parenting 
agreement? 

8. Have you gotten a Vermont Civil Union, (currently the 
highest level of legal recognition available to same-sex 
couples in the US)? 

9. Have you made it completely clear to all your family 
that you consider your partner your spouse and closest 
next of kin and that you expect your family to honor your 
relationship as they would any of your legally married 
siblings? 

10. Have you discussed with your partner whether you 
will legally marry when it becomes possible? 

Give yourself 5 points for each yes answer. If you have 
a score less than 50 points, then figure out what you 
haven’t done and do it tomorrow. Don't take a chance 
with the most important part of your life. 














A VIEW FROM A DYKE 


BY LIZ BRADBURY 



THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT YOU 


How do you feel about the current trend of authors and screenwriters 
to their work “less offensive” by using words that mean homosexual in 
place of swear words? 

An example: In the theater version of “Four Weddings and a 
Funeral," the first word Hugh Grant says is f~k. He's late, he’s frustrated 
and he proceeds to say f-k fourteen more times. Yet in the cleaned up 
TV version, all the f-words are replaced with the word “bugger.” In the 
big screen version Grant also says “bugger” several times. 

In case you don’t know, “bugger" means homosexual male. It can 
also be used as a verb. In every dictionary from Webster’s 1913 version 
to today’s American Heritage on-line, the main definition of bugger is: 
“a sodomite.” The word sodomite (I looked in ten dictionaries) is defined 
half the time as, “a male homosexual,” and the rest of the time as, “anal 
intercourse especially between two men." 

Does the screenwriter understand this? Sure, because in the funeral 
scene of “Four Weddings,” the lover of the gay man who died, says in 
his eulogy, “he was the most jolly bugger we f d ever met." and then 
more soberly he begins to recite a poem “by another splendid bugger, 
W.H. Auden.” Auden the poet was actually gay and the dialog itself 
shows us the writer knows “bugger" means gay man. 

People in England are as aware of the meaning of bugger as 
Americans are of the word faggot. Incidentally, “faggot" is very hard to 
find in American dictionaries. But we still know what it means. 

You may find this hard to believe, but today’s American children 
frequently use the word “gay,” as an adjective to indicate inferiority. In 
any given school yard you’ll hear, “those shoes are so gay,” or That 
quiz was so gay.” Most kids have no idea they are using hate language. 

At least most people now seem to avoid casually using the word 
faggot because it is recognized as offensive. A character in a book 
written in the last 20 years simply wouldn’t say faggot unless the author 
intended it as an insult. 

But American writers are beginning to use the word bugger all the 
time, both casually as a negative adjective and in place of offensive 
words like f-k. In Nevada Barr’s recent novel Liberty Falling , the 
narrative casually describes a young female park ranger as a, “poor 
bugger." But a few chapters later an angry NYC teenager exclaims, 
“why don’t you go back to Colorado and bugger an elk?” Can you really 
imagine an average teenager saying, “go bugger an elk?” The author 
sure seems to be using an anti-gay insult to “clean up” the dialog. 

In Rita Mae Brown’s mystery, Murder in Monticello . a main 
character casually says, “the little bugger knows we’re here,” when 
referring to a mouse hiding in a feed bin. But later in the story, a man in 
jail exclaims with dismay, “wimps get buggered in places like this.” If 
you know anything about Rita Mae Brown, you know she’s very proud 
of her vast vocabulary. So why is she using “bugger" to refer to 
something mildly annoying when she clearly knows its definition is, a 
homosexual? 

Picture it this way, someone uses a word to indicate something bad 
or stupid. You don’t quite understand it, so you go look it up in the 
dictionary and the definition is...you. If derogatory words that indicate 
minority groups are assimilated into everyday language as expressions 
of general annoyance, frustration or inferiority, it’s hate language, even 
if it’s not directed toward an individual. Try substituting a racist or anti 
Semitic word every time Hugh Grant exclaims bugger. Obviously the 
effect is appalling. 

So next time you hear the word gay or bugger used as an expletive, 
tell the user you’re offended. Meanwhile, I’ll write a letter to Rita Mae. 


J THIS 1$ WHAT THIS 
PAPER IS ALL ABOUT 

BY TltliH SULLIVAN I 

This is the thirty-first issue of the Valley Free Press. We are 
currently working on a survey of subscribers, to find out what 
readers like and dislike about this paper. For your information, here 
are some facts about VFP. 

Our Mission Statement and some of our objectives: 

The Mission of the Valley Free Press is to publish 
information, news and opinions, not available through 
mainstream sources, which are of significance and 
consequence to the Lehigh Valley gay and lesbian 
community. 

-We strive to provide information in an upbeat, topical way. 
When we must present something negative, we attempt to write 
about possible positive solutions and outline how those solutions 
can be achieved. VFP sometimes works directly on the solutions 
before we write the articles. 

-We aim to promote local volunteer and not -for-profit 
organizations that benefit and work for GLBTs and other minorities 
within the local community, and we laud local businesses that do 
the same. 

-We make an effort to encourage people to become involved, 
contribute, and volunteer. 

-We try to fit as much information in the paper’s eight pages, as is 
possible. 

-VFP takes as fact that gay men and lesbians, as a minority 
group, have the right to civil rights and equal status under the law 
and in society. We will not entertain articles or columns that 
presume any less. 

-VFP and PA-GALA are working together to get organizations to 
agree with and sign on to the "Statement of Anti-discrimination" that 
apper on the last page of this paper. 

To accomplish our Mission and objectives we publish a minimum 
of ten issues a year. Everyone who works with VFP is a volunteer. 

The Valley Free Press is not part of PA-GALA. But the editors of 
VFP support the work PA-GALA does. So VFP provides issues to 
be mailed to PA-GALA members (about 300) in the Lehigh Valley as 
a perquisite to their membership. VFP prepares the mailings but 
PA-GALA pays the postage. No money from PA-GALA goes in any 
way, to produce the Valley Free Press. 

VFP does not publish paid advertisements. We feel advertising 
would be more trouble than it is worth, and would get in the way of 
VFP’s mission. So the paper operates at a deficit, and the cost of its 
production is assumed by the editors. 

Each issue consists of six opinion columns of approximately 400- 
650 words each. There are about thirty to thiryfive additional brief 
news articles or items, a calendar of events and a list of local non¬ 
profit organizations that serve the GLBT community. Individual 
organizations provide us with pertinent news items. The groups 
most frequently mentioned in the VFP are groups who regularly 
submit us press releases. 

If you want to publish something about your group or tell the 
community about some event, just submit a press release to the 
VFP by the monthly publication deadline. Include the following 
minimum information: Name and purpose of event; address, date 
and time of event; name and phone number of a contact person 
who will answer questions from those interested in participating; 
ticket prices or fees for the event. 

Contact VFP at <liztrish@aol.com>, or call 610-432-5449 to 
submit an article, an announcement, a question for one of the 
columnists, or an issue you think the VFP should pursue. Thanks 
for your support. 

If you received a questionaire with this issue, please help us by 
taking some time to fill it out. Thanks. 





















1. On the TV cartoon “HeyArnold,” what piece of 
gender bending apparel doesArnold always wear?” 
A. hair bow B. kilt skirt C. high heels D. apron 

2. This is the_issue of \Alley Free . 

A. 20th B. 26th C. 31st D. 39th 


3.Emily Dickinson and Susan Gilbert exchanged 
many passionate letters which professed love and 
demanded each others devoted attention. Finally 
after 8 years,the two women were able to close the 
gap of their long distance relationship when: 

A. Gilbert moved into Dickinson’s house. 

B. Dickinson moved into Gilbert’s house. 

C. Gilbert moved next door to Dickinson. 

D. Gilbert married Dickinson’s brother 


4. Emily Dickinson wrote a total of about_poems. 

A. 38 B. 225 C.450 D.1775 


5. Dickinson wrote a third of her poems at about 

the same time as _. 

A. The Revolutionary Whr B. The War of 1812 
C. The Civil War D. Wbrld War I 


6. In the year Dickinson was 31 years old she wrote 
about one poem everyday She may have made this 
huge creative effort because she: 

A. was in love. B. had a religious conversion 
C. thought she was going blind. D. met Thoreau 

7. Which one of the Golden Girls also starred in the 
Broadway version of “Torch Song Trilogy?” 

A. Bea Arthur B. Rue McClanahan 

C. Betty White D. Estelle Getty 


8. A 1972 TV drama called “That Certain Summer 
paired a divorced dad, played by Hal Holbrook with 
a 30-something lover played by: 

A. Martin Sheen B. Chad Everett 

C. Tom Selleck D.Tim Curry 

9. In “Grace Under Fire,” Grace’s bisexual ex father- 
in-law was named: 

A. Stan B. Howard C. Emmett D. Jimmy 

10. The gay character on the Simpson’s is: 

A. Barney B. Ned Flanders C. Moe D. Smithers 
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W. b.l..v. it would 
improve the quality ot 
life in the Lehigh 
Valley if all people 
ware legally 
protected from 
unfair discrimination 
based upon actual or 
parcelvad: race, 
color, religion, 
national origin, 
ancestry or place 
of birth, sax. sexual 
orientation, marital 
status, family status, 
aga, handicap or 
disability, or usa of a 
guide animal, in tha 
araas of amploymant, 
housing, and public 
accommodation. 

PA-GALA 

Valley Fraa Press 

Allentown Human 
Relations Commission 

GLASS at 
Lehigh University 

Safe-Space at 
Lehigh University 

PFLAG Lehigh Valley 

ACCO - A Chorus 
Celebrating Woman 

GLORA 

Pride of tha LV 

LV Gay Man’s Chorus 

GLB Student Union 
at NCC 

Tha Lehigh Valley 
Labor Party 

EQUAL! at Lucent 

Metropolitan 
Community Church LV 

Out The re-Cedar Crest 

6th Street Shelter 
Allentown 

LV Community 
Action Committee 

GLEE at Air Products 

FACT (Fighting 
AIDS Continuously 
Together) 

AIDS OUTREACH 

Tha Unitarian 
Univa realist 
Church LV 

GLOSS 

LEPOCO 

GLISN of 
Dun A Brads treat 

AIDS Service Canter 

Theatre Outlet 

Integrity-Bethlehem 

Tha Lehigh Valley 
Religious 
Society of Friends 
(Quakers) 

Civic Theater 
19th Street Theater 

Tha Latin Alliance 

Tha Enigma Players 

New Covenant 
Family Ministries 

Properties of Merit 

Allentown City 
Democratic 
Committee 

To add your 
organization to this 
list, call 610-432-5449 
or email VFP 



“I’ve heard people say, ‘Oh, [medical discrimination] 
doesn’t happen.' It does happen. It continues to happen ~ 
being kicked out of the hospital room, all decisions taken 
away from you, not even being able to bury your loved 

ones if the family so chooses,.we’re the one group of 

people left that don’t have rights. That shouldn’t be.” 

Janine Ratcliffe, real life subject (played by Brooke 
Shields) of the recent Lifetime TV special “What Makes a 
Family 


ANOTHER QUOTE 

“But as a lawyer, the conclusion is inescapable: Not 
having legal marriage will always relegate our families 
and relationshipsto second-classstatus.” 

Kate Kendall, National Center for Lesbian Rights 


DbtelfinHg^ jJRIe Block Book- 

I Rudolph is going to the dance 

I with me, oh that glowing 
(personality, and that nose..me-owi 
lNow,I know you don't have a daTe} 

Ibut I’m sure one of these gi rls will 
|be right fnr y n ^ 

Oh geez dating, well Ok, shootT 
No, too anorexic and too whiny: 
Fussbudget... 

Married... 

Marcy would stalk me.. 


[Alice? 

[ Buttercup^ 


If his one has a pretty wil< 

I reputation, but I hear she's 
I pretty hot....Catwomgn? 


^he*s a maybe...smart, plays the sax 

That fist of death c too scary.. 

Joo powercrazed and... 

d 


um..jro fingers.^ 

Tpause) ...OK gimme 
..me-owl 


Purrfect. 


\ 


The editorial columns and political cartoon that appear in HHey Free Press j 
express the opinions of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion 
or attitude of this publication. VFPmakes no indication of the sexual 
ori ent ation of persons, organizations , or busine sses mentioned in any issue.: 





































